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st thomas aquinas produced his commentary on romans near the end of his life while working on the
summa theologiae and commenting on aristotle the doctrinal richness of paul s letter to the romans
was well known to the church fathers including origen and augustine on whom aquinas drew for his
commentary with this rich collection of essays by leading scholars both catholic and protestant aquinas
s commentary will become a major resource for ecumenical biblical and theological discussion

authored by theologians historians and biblical scholars reading romans with st thomas aquinas
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contributes to a historical reconstruction of aquinas s exegesis and theology by addressing such topics
as the holy spirit the church the faith of abraham worship preaching justification sin and grace
predestination paul s apostolic vocation the jewish people human sexuality the relationship of flesh
and spirit in the human person the literal sense of scripture paul s use of the old testament and the
relationship of aquinas s commentary on romans to his summa theologiae this volume fits within the
contemporary reappropriation of st thomas aquinas which emphasizes his use of scripture and the
teachings of the church fathers without neglecting his philosophical insight contributors bernhard
blankenhorn markus bockmuehl hans boersma john f boyle edgardo colfln emeric holly taylor coolman
adam cooper michael dauphinais gilles emery scott w hahn john a kincaid mary healy matthew
levering bruce marshall charles raith ii geoffrey wainwright michael waldstein and robert louis wilken
about the editors matthew levering is professor of theology at the university of dayton michael
dauphinais is academic dean and associate professor of theology at ave maria university each has
authored or edited numerous works together they have written holy people holy land a theological
introduction to the bible and edited reading john with st thomas aquinas theological exegesis and

speculative theology

reading job with st thomas aquinas is a scholarly contribution to thomistic studies specifically to the
study of aquinas s biblical exegesis in relation to his philosophy and theology each of the thirteen
chapters has a different focus within the shared concentration of the book on aquinas s literal
exposition on job the essays are arranged in three parts job and sacra doctrina providence and
suffering and job and the moral life boyle s opening essay argues that aquinas s commentary seeks to
show what is required in the magister namely job and god for the effective communication of wisdom
mansini s essay argues that by speaking god reveals the virtue of job and its value in god s
providence without the personal revelation or speech of god job could not have known the value of
his suffering vijgen s essay explores the commentary s use of aristotle for reflecting upon divine
providence sorrow and anger resurrection and the new heavens and new earth levering s essay
explores the commentary s citations of the gospel of john and argues that these pertain especially to
divine speech and to light darkness bonino s essay explains why divine incomprehensibility does not
mean that job is wrong to seek to understand god s ways te velde s essay explores how aquinas s
commentary draws upon the reasoning of his summa contra gentiles with regard to the good order of
the universe goris s essay reflects upon how according to aquinas s commentary sin is and is not
related to suffering knasas s essay argues that aquinas does not hold that the resurrection of the body
is a necessary philosophical corollary of the human desire for happiness wawrykow s essay explores
merit in relation to the connection between sin and punishment affliction as well as to the connection
between good actions and flourishing spezzano s essay shows that job s hope and filial fear transform
his suffering making him an exemplar of the consolation they provide to the just mullady s essay
reflects upon the moral problems and opportunities posed by the passions along with the ordering of
the virtues to the reward of human happiness flood s essay shows how aquinas defends job s

possession of the qualities needed for true friendship including friendship with god such as patience
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delight in the presence of the friend and compassion lastly kromholtz s essay argues that although

aquinas s literal exposition on job never extensively engages eschatology aquinas depends throughout

upon the reasonableness of hoping for the resurrection of the body and the final judgment
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