
A Raisin In The Sun

A Raisin In The Sun a raisin in the sun is a powerful phrase that evokes imagery of hope, deferred dreams, and the complex realities of
African American life in mid-20th century America. Originating from Lorraine Hansberry’s groundbreaking play of the same name, "A Raisin
in the Sun" explores themes of racial identity, socioeconomic struggles, family dynamics, and the pursuit of the American Dream. This article
delves into the historical context, thematic elements, character analysis, and enduring significance of "A Raisin in the Sun," providing a
comprehensive overview for readers interested in literature, social issues, and cultural history. Understanding the Origins of "A Raisin in the
Sun" Background of Lorraine Hansberry Lorraine Hansberry was an influential African American playwright born in 1930. Her works often
addressed racial inequality and social justice, making her a prominent voice in American theater. Her personal experiences with segregation
and discrimination profoundly influenced her writing, culminating in the creation of "A Raisin in the Sun," which debuted on Broadway in
1959. The Play’s Debut and Reception "A Raisin in the Sun" was the first play written by an African American woman to be staged on
Broadway. Its debut marked a significant milestone in American theater, challenging racial stereotypes and highlighting the struggles of
Black families striving for a better life. The play received critical acclaim and has since become a classic, often studied for its rich themes and
compelling characters. The Central Themes of "A Raisin in the Sun" Racial Identity and Discrimination The play vividly portrays the systemic
barriers faced by African Americans, including housing discrimination and societal prejudice. The Younger family’s quest to move into a
predominantly white neighborhood underscores the pervasive racism of the era and the desire for racial  integration and dignity.  The
American Dream At its core, "A Raisin in the Sun" examines the elusive nature of the American Dream. 2 Each family member has different
aspirations—Walter dreams of financial success, Beneatha seeks education and self-identity, and Mama longs for stability and respectability.
The play questions whether these dreams are attainable within a racially biased society. Family and Generational Conflict The play explores
familial bonds and conflicts across generations. Tensions arise over money, values, and aspirations, revealing how cultural and societal
pressures influence individual choices and family unity. Socioeconomic Struggles The Younger family's modest income and living conditions
highlight economic disparities and the challenges faced by working-class African Americans striving for upward mobility. Key Characters and
Their Significance Walter Lee Younger - Aspirations: Dreams of owning a liquor store and achieving financial independence. - Conflict: His
desire for success clashes with family responsibilities and societal limitations. - Development: His journey reflects the struggle to reconcile
personal ambitions with family loyalty and societal expectations. Beneatha Younger - Aspirations: Seeks education and self-identity beyond
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traditional roles. - Conflict: Faces societal expectations and her own cultural identity. - Development: Embodies the quest for self-realization
and breaking free from stereotypes. Mama (Lena Younger) - Aspirations: Desires a better life for her family and a sense of dignity. - Conflict:
Balances her traditional values with the realities of her environment. - Development: Represents maternal strength and resilience. Ruth
Younger - Aspirations: Longs for stability and a better future for her family. - Conflict: Struggles with the burdens of poverty and societal
limitations. - Development: Demonstrates endurance and hope amidst hardship. 3 Symbolism and Literary Devices in "A Raisin in the Sun"
The Title: A Raisin in the Sun The title is inspired by Langston Hughes' poem "Harlem," which questions what happens to a dream deferred.
The "raisin in the sun" symbolizes potential, hope, and life that may wither if kept unrealized—mirroring the aspirations of the Younger family.
Symbolic Items - The Insurance Check: Represents financial opportunity and the possibility of fulfilling dreams. - The House: Symbolizes
racial barriers and the hope for integration. - The Plant: Mama’s houseplant signifies family, nurturing, and resilience. Literary Devices -
Foreshadowing: Events hint at future conflicts and resolutions. - Dialogue: Reveals character motivations and societal critiques. - Conflict:
Both internal and external conflicts drive the narrative and character development. Historical and Cultural Impact Breaking Barriers in
Theater As the first Broadway play by an African American woman, "A Raisin in the Sun" challenged racial and gender stereotypes, opening
doors for diverse voices in American theater. Reflection of Civil Rights Movement The play’s themes resonate with the Civil Rights Movement
of the 1960s, highlighting racial segregation, economic inequality, and the fight for justice. Enduring Relevance Decades after its premiere,
"A Raisin in the Sun" continues to be relevant, addressing ongoing issues of racial discrimination, economic disparity, and the pursuit of
identity. Legacy and Adaptations Stage and Screen Adaptations The play has been adapted into films, television productions, and stage
revivals, each adding layers of interpretation and reaching new audiences. 4 Influence on Literature and Culture It paved the way for future
African American writers and playwrights, inspiring works that explore racial and social themes. Educational Significance "A Raisin in the
Sun" remains a staple in educational curricula for its literary merit and social commentary. Conclusion: The Lasting Significance of "A Raisin
in the Sun" "A Raisin in the Sun" is more than a play; it is a mirror reflecting the aspirations, struggles, and resilience of African Americans in
a segregated society. Its exploration of racial identity, family dynamics, and the pursuit of dreams continues to resonate with audiences
worldwide. The play’s enduring legacy lies in its ability to inspire conversations about social justice, equality, and the universal human desire
for dignity and opportunity. Whether studied in classrooms, performed on stages, or referenced in cultural discourse, "A Raisin in the Sun"
remains a vital work that captures the complexities of the American experience. Key Points Recap: 1. Originated from Lorraine Hansberry’s
groundbreaking play. 2. Addresses themes of racial discrimination, the American Dream, family conflict, and socioeconomic struggles. 3.
Features iconic characters like Walter, Beneatha, Mama, and Ruth. 4. Uses powerful symbolism, such as the plant and the insurance check. 5.
Has  significant  cultural  and  historical  impact,  inspiring  adaptations  and  discussions.  6.  Continues  to  be  relevant  in  contemporary
conversations about race and inequality. Understanding "A Raisin in the Sun" helps appreciate the ongoing fight for racial justice and the
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importance of hope and perseverance in the face of adversity. It remains a testament to the resilience of families striving for a better future
amid societal barriers. QuestionAnswer What are the main themes explored in 'A Raisin in the Sun'? The play explores themes such as racial
identity, dreams and aspirations, generational conflicts, economic hardship, and the pursuit of dignity and equality. Who are the central
characters in 'A Raisin in the Sun'? The central characters include Walter Younger, his wife Ruth, their son Travis, Mama (Lena Younger), and
Beneatha Younger, each representing different perspectives and aspirations. How does 'A Raisin in the Sun' address racial discrimination?
The play highlights the systemic racism and segregation faced by African Americans in the 1950s, influencing the characters' dreams,
opportunities, and interactions, especially through their experiences with housing and employment. 5 What significance does the title 'A
Raisin in the Sun' hold? The title is inspired by Langston Hughes' poem 'Harlem' and symbolizes deferred dreams—comparing dreams to a
raisin  that  may  dry  up  if  left  unfulfilled.  How does  the  play  portray  the  concept  of  the  American  Dream? The  characters'  varying
aspirations—owning a home, education, financial stability—reflect different interpretations of the American Dream and the obstacles they
face in achieving it. What role does the setting play in 'A Raisin in the Sun'? Set in a cramped apartment on Chicago's South Side, the setting
underscores themes of economic hardship, limited opportunities, and the struggle for better living conditions. Why is 'A Raisin in the Sun'
considered a landmark in American theatre? It's regarded as a groundbreaking play for its honest portrayal of African American life,
addressing racial issues, family dynamics, and social aspirations, paving the way for more diverse stories in theatre. How does the character
of Mama embody hope and resilience? Mama symbolizes strength, hope, and the desire for a better future; her dream of owning a home and
her moral integrity inspire the other characters to pursue their own aspirations. A Raisin in the Sun is a seminal work in American theater
that continues to resonate with audiences today. Written by Lorraine Hansberry and first performed in 1959, this powerful drama explores
themes of racial identity, economic hardship, family dynamics, and the pursuit of the American Dream. Its enduring relevance lies in its
honest portrayal of the struggles faced by African American families in mid-20th-century America, making it a cornerstone for both literary
and theatrical studies. --- Introduction to "A Raisin in the Sun" "A Raisin in the Sun" centers around the Younger family—a working-class
African American family living in Chicago—whose lives are upended by a substantial insurance check following the death of the family
patriarch. The play examines their aspirations, conflicts, and societal obstacles as they navigate personal dreams and collective realities.
Hansberry’s work challenges audiences to reflect on issues of race, class, and identity, making it a compelling and thought-provoking piece of
American drama. --- Historical and Cultural Context The Civil Rights Era and Racial Segregation Written during a time of intense racial
segregation and the burgeoning Civil Rights Movement, the play captures the social tensions of the era. The 1950s and early 1960s were
marked by protests, legal battles, and societal upheavals aimed at dismantling segregation and achieving racial equality. Hansberry’s work
reflects these struggles, emphasizing both the systemic barriers and the personal resilience of African Americans. The American Dream and
Its Discontents The play interrogates the notion of the American Dream—the idea that hard work and determination can lead to upward
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mobility  and prosperity.  For the Younger family,  this  dream is  complicated by racial  discrimination,  economic hardship,  and societal
expectations. Hansberry explores whether this dream is attainable for African Americans A Raisin In The Sun 6 and what sacrifices are
necessary to pursue it. --- Key Themes in "A Raisin in the Sun" Racial Identity and Discrimination The play vividly portrays the everyday
realities of racial discrimination, from housing segregation to societal stereotypes. The Younger family’s desire to move into a predominantly
white neighborhood highlights the racial barriers that still persist, even in the pursuit of better opportunities. Family and Generational
Conflict The dynamics within the Younger family reveal generational differences in aspirations and values. Walter Lee Younger’s obsession
with business success contrasts with his sister Beneatha’s quest for self-identity and education. Mama’s traditional values serve as a unifying
force, emphasizing the importance of family unity amidst adversity.  Socioeconomic Struggles Economic hardship is a central concern,
influencing the characters’ decisions and dreams. The insurance money symbolizes hope but also brings tension as family members have
conflicting ideas about how to use it—whether for a business venture, education, or a new home. The Pursuit of the American Dream The play
critically examines what it means to achieve success and happiness. It questions whether material wealth or personal fulfillment holds greater
significance and explores the costs associated with chasing elusive dreams. --- Character Analysis Walter Lee Younger - Role: The patriarch’s
son, a chauffeur dreaming of entrepreneurship. - Motivation: Desire for financial independence and respect. - Conflict: Struggles with feelings
of emasculation and societal limitations. - Development: Evolves from frustration to understanding the importance of family and integrity.
Beneatha Younger - Role: Walter’s sister, an aspiring doctor exploring her identity. - Motivation: Self-actualization and breaking free from
traditional gender roles. - Conflict: Faces societal expectations and racial identity struggles. - Development: Gains confidence in her cultural
heritage and ambitions. Lena Younger (Mama) - Role: The matriarch, embodying traditional values. - Motivation: Providing a better life for her
family. - Conflict: Balancing her dreams with her children’s aspirations. - Development: Demonstrates resilience and moral strength. Ruth
Younger - Role: Walter’s wife, a pragmatic woman. - Motivation: Maintaining family stability. - Conflict: Balances her own desires with family
needs. - Development: Shows patience and strength in the face of adversity. Joseph Asagai and George Murchison - Asagai: Represents
African heritage and cultural pride. - Murchison: Embodies assimilation and material success. - Significance: Both characters challenge
Beneatha’s identity and aspirations. --- Symbolism in the Play The Raisin The title itself is a metaphor inspired by Langston Hughes’ poem
"Harlem," questioning what happens to a dream deferred. The raisin symbolizes deferred dreams and hopes that may wither or burst if
ignored. The Check The insurance check represents opportunity but also the potential for conflict. It is a catalyst for the characters’ dreams
and disagreements. The House The new house in Clybourne Park signifies progress, hope, and racial barriers. Moving into the white
neighborhood symbolizes both aspiration and societal rejection. --- Major Scenes and Their Significance The Opening Scene Introduces the
family’s everyday life and dreams, setting A Raisin In The Sun 7 the stage for the play’s themes. Mama’s Plant A recurring symbol of hope and
resilience, representing Mama’s care for her family’s future. Walter’s Business Venture Highlights his desire for financial independence and
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respect, which leads to conflict. Beneatha’s Exploration of Identity Her conversations about African heritage and self-discovery challenge
traditional notions of race and culture. The Final Decision The family’s choice to move forward despite societal obstacles underscores themes
of perseverance and dignity. --- Critical Reception and Legacy "A Raisin in the Sun" was groundbreaking as one of the first plays on Broadway
to depict the experiences of African Americans realistically. Its success opened doors for future works addressing racial and social issues.
Critics praised Hansberry’s sharp dialogue, complex characters, and honest portrayal of struggles faced by marginalized communities. The
play has been adapted into film, television, and numerous stage productions, cementing its place in American cultural history. Its themes
continue to inspire discussions about race, identity, and social justice. --- Why "A Raisin in the Sun" Remains Relevant Today - Addressing
Racism: The play’s depiction of housing discrimination remains pertinent amid ongoing debates about racial inequality. - Exploring Family
Dynamics: Its universal themes of love, sacrifice, and resilience resonate across generations. - Challenging Societal Norms: The characters’
pursuits of dreams challenge societal expectations and inspire activism. --- Conclusion A Raisin in the Sun is more than a play; it is a mirror
reflecting the ongoing struggles and aspirations of marginalized communities. Through its compelling characters and profound themes,
Lorraine Hansberry’s work invites audiences to question societal norms, embrace cultural identity, and pursue their dreams with dignity. Its
enduring legacy ensures that the questions it raises will continue to inspire conversation and change for generations to come. African
American drama, Lorraine Hansberry, racial inequality, Harlem Renaissance, civil rights, family struggles, social justice, American theater,
racial identity, 1950s America
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come to a raisin in the sun as you would to any classic it speaks to us today as it did almost half a century ago bonnie greer in south side
chicago walter lee a black chauffeur dreams of a better life and hopes to use his father s life insurance money to open a liquor store his
mother who rejects the liquor business uses some of the money to secure a proper house for the family mr lindner a representative of the all
white neighbourhood tries to buy them out walter sinks the rest of the money into his business scheme only to have it stolen by one of his
partners in despair walter contacts lindner and almost begs to buy them out but with the help of his wife walter finally finds a way to assert
his dignity a raisin in the sun was the first play written by a black woman to be produced on broadway and won the new york drama critics
circle award hansberry was the youngest and the first black writer to receive this award deeply committed to the black struggle for equality
and human rights lorraine hansberry s brilliant career as a writer was cut short by her death when she was only 34 this new updated edition
in methuen drama s modern classics series includes the full definitive text and a brand new introduction by soyica diggs colbert

a valuable provoking important addition to any theatre scholar or practitioner s library especially since feminist theory is a relative newcomer
to the world of theatre

ebony is the flagship magazine of johnson publishing founded in 1945 by john h johnson it still maintains the highest global circulation of any
african american focused magazine

a breathtaking achievement this concise companion is a suitable crown to the astonishing production in african american literature and
criticism that has swept over american literary studies in the last two decades it offers an enormous range of writers from sojourner truth to
frederick douglass from zora neale hurston to ralph ellison and from toni morrison to august wilson it contains entries on major works
including synopses of novels such as harriet jacobs s incidents in the life of a slave girl richard wright s native son and lorraine hansberry s a
raisin in the sun it also incorporates information on literary characters such as bigger thomas coffin ed johnson kunta kinte sula peace as well
as on character types such as aunt jemima brer rabbit john henry stackolee and the trickster icons of black culture are addressed including
vivid details about the lives of muhammad ali john coltrane marcus garvey jackie robinson john brown and harriet tubman here too are
general articles on poetry fiction and drama on autobiography slave narratives sunday school literature and oratory as well as on a wide
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spectrum of related topics compact yet thorough this handy volume gathers works from a vast array of sources from the black periodical
press to women s clubs making it one of the most substantial guides available on the growing exciting world of african american literature

provides an examination of the american dream in classic literary works

first published in 1999 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company

among our greatest dramatic works that also makes for great student reading

from its beginnings the american film industry has profited from bringing popular and acclaimed dramatic works to the screen this is the first
book to offer a comprehensive account focusing on key texts of how hollywood has given a second and enduring life to such classics of the
american theater as long day s journey into night a streetcar named desire and who s afraid of virginia woolf each chapter is written by a
leading scholar and focuses on broadway s most admired and popular productions the book is ideally suited for classroom use and offers an
otherwise unavailable introduction to a subject which is of great interest to students and scholars alike

rea s maxnotes for lorraine hansberry s a raisin in the sun maxnotes offer a fresh look at masterpieces of literature presented in a lively and
interesting fashion written by literary experts who currently teach the subject maxnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of
the work maxnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by raising various issues and thought provoking
ideas and questions maxnotes cover the essentials of what one should know about each work including an overall summary character lists an
explanation and discussion of the plot the work s historical context illustrations to convey the mood of the work and a biography of the author
each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed and has study questions and answers

the broadway revival of a raisin in the sun was produced by scott rudin at the ethel barrymore theatre on april 3 2014 the production was
directed by kenny leon with set design by mark thompson page 9

a raisin in the sun is a play by lorraine hansberry that debuted on broadway in 1959 the title comes from the poem harlem also known as a
dream deferred by langston hughes the story tells of a black family s experiences in the washington park subdivision of chicago s woodlawn
neighborhood as they attempt to better themselves with an insurance payout following the death of the father the new york drama critics
circle named it the best play of 1959 walter and ruth younger their son travis along with walter s mother lena mama and walter s sister
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beneatha live in poverty in a dilapidated one bedroom apartment on chicago s south side walter is barely making a living as a limousine driver
though ruth is content with their lot walter is not and desperately wishes to become wealthy his plan is to invest in a liquor store in
partnership with willy and bobo street smart acquaintances of walter s at the beginning of the play walter and beneatha s father has recently
died and mama is waiting for a life insurance check for 10 000 walter has a sense of entitlement to the money but mama has religious
objections to alcohol and beneatha has to remind him it is mama s call how to spend it eventually mama puts some of the money down on a
new house choosing an all white neighborhood over a black one for the practical reason that it happens to be much cheaper later she relents
and gives the rest of the money to walter to invest with the provision that he reserve 3 000 for beneatha s education walter passes the money
on to willy s naive sidekick bobo who gives it to willy who absconds with it depriving walter and beneatha of their dreams though not the
youngers of their new home meanwhile karl lindner a white representative of the neighborhood they plan to move to makes a generous offer
to buy them out he wishes to avoid neighborhood tensions over interracial population which to the three women s horror walter prepares to
accept as a solution to their financial setback lena says that while money was something they try to work for they should never take it if it was
a person s way of telling them they weren t fit to walk the same earth as them

when it was first produced in 1959 a raisin in the sun was awarded the new york drama critics circle award for that season and hailed as a
watershed in american drama a pioneering work by an african american playwright the play was a radically new representation of black life a
play that changed american theater forever the new york times copyright libri gmbh all rights reserved

theatre has long been considered a feminine interest for which women consistently purchase the majority of tickets while the shows they are
seeing typically are written and brought to the stage by men furthermore the stories these productions tell are often about men and the
complex leading roles in these shows are written for and performed by male actors despite this imbalance the feminist voice presses to be
heard and has done so with more success than ever before in from aphra behn to fun home a cultural history of feminist theatre carey purcell
traces the evolution of these important artists and productions over several centuries after examining the roots of feminist theatre in early
greek plays and looking at occasional works produced before the twentieth century purcell then identifies the key players and productions
that have emerged over the last several decades this book covers the heyday of the second wave feminist movement which saw the growth of
female centric theatre groups and highlights the work of playwrights such as caryl churchill  pam gems and wendy wasserstein other
prominent artists discussed here include playwrights paula vogel lynn and tony award winning directors garry hynes and julie taymor the
volume also examines diversity in contemporary feminist theatre with discussions of such playwrights as young jean lee and lynn nottage and
a look toward the future purcell explores the very nature of feminist theater does it qualify if a play is written by a woman or does it just need
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to feature strong female characters as well as how notable activist work for feminism has played a pivotal role in theatre an engaging survey
of female artists on stage and behind the scenes from aphra behn to fun home will be of interest to theatregoers and anyone interested in the
invaluable contributions of women in the performing arts
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the intricacy of literary choices, forming a

seamless journey for every visitor.

The download process on A Raisin In The Sun
is a concert of efficiency. The user is
acknowledged with a simple pathway to their
chosen eBook. The burstiness in the
download speed assures that the literary
delight is almost instantaneous. This
seamless process corresponds with the
human desire for quick and uncomplicated
access to the treasures held within the digital
library.

A crucial aspect that distinguishes electro-
auto.com.ua is its dedication to responsible
eBook distribution. The platform rigorously
adheres to copyright laws, ensuring that
every download Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad is a legal and ethical
undertaking. This commitment adds a layer
of ethical intricacy, resonating with the
conscientious reader who esteems the
integrity of literary creation.

electro-auto.com.ua doesn't just offer
Systems Analysis And Design Elias M Awad;
it fosters a community of readers. The
platform supplies space for users to connect,

share their literary ventures, and recommend
hidden gems. This interactivity adds a burst
of social connection to the reading
experience, lifting it beyond a solitary
pursuit.

In the grand tapestry of digital literature,
electro-auto.com.ua stands as a dynamic
thread that incorporates complexity and
burstiness into the reading journey. From the
subtle dance of genres to the rapid strokes of
the download process, every aspect reflects
with the changing nature of human
expression. It's not just a Systems Analysis
And Design Elias M Awad eBook download
website; it's a digital oasis where literature
thrives, and readers start on a journey filled
with enjoyable surprises.

We take pride in choosing an extensive
library of Systems Analysis And Design Elias
M Awad PDF eBooks, meticulously chosen to
cater to a broad audience. Whether you're a
fan of classic literature, contemporary fiction,
or specialized non-fiction, you'll discover
something that captures your imagination.

Navigating our website is a breeze. We've
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crafted the user interface with you in mind,
guaranteeing that you can effortlessly
discover Systems Analysis And Design Elias
M Awad and retrieve Systems Analysis And
Design Elias M Awad eBooks. Our lookup and
categorization features are user-friendly,
making it simple for you to find Systems
Analysis And Design Elias M Awad.

electro-auto.com.ua is committed to
upholding legal and ethical standards in the
world of digital literature. We prioritize the
distribution of A Raisin In The Sun that are
either in the public domain, licensed for free
distribution, or provided by authors and
publishers with the right to share their work.
We actively dissuade the distribution of
copyrighted material without proper
authorization.

Quality: Each eBook in our assortment is
meticulously vetted to ensure a high standard
of quality. We strive for your reading
experience to be pleasant and free of
formatting issues.

Variety: We continuously update our library
to bring you the newest releases, timeless
classics, and hidden gems across genres.
There's always an item new to discover.

Community Engagement: We cherish our
community of readers. Connect with us on
social media, exchange your favorite reads,
and join in a growing community dedicated
about literature.

Whether you're a dedicated reader, a learner
in search of study materials, or someone

venturing into the world of eBooks for the
first time, electro-auto.com.ua is here to
cater to Systems Analysis And Design Elias M
Awad. Follow us on this reading adventure,
and let the pages of our eBooks to take you to
fresh realms, concepts, and encounters.

We comprehend the excitement of
uncovering something new. That's why we
consistently refresh our library, ensuring you
have access to Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad, renowned authors, and hidden
literary treasures. On each visit, anticipate
different opportunities for your perusing A
Raisin In The Sun.

Appreciation for opting for electro-
auto.com.ua as your dependable source for
PDF eBook downloads. Delighted reading of
Systems Analysis And Design Elias M Awad
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